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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

PALESTINIAN COMMUNIST FARTY HEADQUARTERS DISCOVERED IN GAZA

ﬁommem: i On 29 November 1953, the independent Calro daily
newspaper az-Zaman published m dispatch from its correspondent,

Ibrahim Tantawi, datelined Gaza, Egyptian-occupied Falestine,
under the banner headline:

"Biggest Communist Case in the Arab
Countries Before Gaza Court." On 3 December 1952, az-Zaman also

carried an interview by 1ts correspondent, Tantawi with Fakhri
Makki, arrested Communist leader.

The following is 8 summary of
the Communists* arrest and highlights of the 1nterview .
COMMUNTST PARTY 'S BRANCHES REVEALED -- Cairo, az-Zaman, 2G Nov 52

Following the army ccup, the new Egyptian government did not confine its
activities to Egypt alone but alsc to the Gaza strip, where Egyptian officials

and investigators probing Communism among Arab refugees were able to discove:x
the Communist Party's nest.

One Egyptian investigator was able (o Join the Communist Party as a
member and succeeded in laying his hand on all 1ifs secrets.

Thiw campaign has led teo the uncovering of the headquarters of the Com-

munist Party in Gaza, which was found %o be part of the biggest Communist net
in the Argb countries and Israel

Tne officials were also able to discover
all the party's branches in Jordan, Syria, and Lebanon; and finally, they ar-
rested 1ts leader, Fakhri Makk:, who had Yteen hiding 1n & dugout for 4 years.
They also arrested 25 [total later given as L7 suspects, :neluding sight menm-
bers of ithe Executive Committee.

They seized gbout 1,000 Communist dAccuments,
including wratten memcoranda explaining the organization of ihe party, 1its con-
tacts, branches, objectives,

and activities; vhey alsc seized revolutionary
pomphiets attacking Angle-US imperislicm, as well as certain statesmen in the
Arab countriea. Other documents seized were those interpreting Communist doc-
trinee, purposes, developments, and goals.

In ¢te office of the party's
leader, pranting presses, as well as all media of propaganda, were seized.
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Studies of tpese documents and investigations revealed that the party's
doctrines call for rallying under the bamner of the movement of the Communist

| proletariat; for cooperat1on with the Israeli Communist Party, so that both the

Arab end Jewish element-: in Palestine would work side by side, while the party

: directs its effortz towird expelling all the forces vwhich entered Palestine

|

from Egypt, Jordan, and Syria; and for leaving Falestine to the [faleetxnxan7
! Arabs, Jews, and Communists.

The written documents further reveaied +bat a Communist cell consiste of
i four members; that In the Gaza strip thers are eight cells, esch of which is
! charged with a specific type of work, and tinat all are under the direction of
Fakhri Mekki, the leader of the party. Such specific activities include po-
litical, social, fimancial, refugee affairsz, etc.

The Communist Party in Gaza went under the name of "The League for Na-
i tional Liberation," whose goal "is the trium:

Y% of the Communist revolution and ILLEGIB
the liberation of all /Palestinian/ Arab areas from Jordanian, Egyptian, Syrien,
and Israeli occupation forces and the unification of such areas into a single
democratic state governed by rhe Arab-Israeli “ommunist Farty. Also among our
! goals 15 ihe execution of the 1947 Partition Resolu%ion and cooperatlon with
! the Israeli Communist Farty, which is struggiing with us in the cause of peace.”
These goals were

given in detail 1im a report written by Fakhri Makki, who
sent copies of 1% %c the party's office 1in 'Amman, to the Israeli Communist
Farty in Israel, and 10 some other Arab capitals.

It was also revealed that lialson between the party's hesdquarters in Gaza
i and the other branches was conducted through special messages carried by the
‘ members themselves -- to Jordan, by way of Hebron, and to the Communist parties
i in Israel, Syris, and Lebaoon by members crogsing into and through Israel.

To trick the police arnd prevent suspicion, esn old woman delivered all in-
' coming messages from abroad to Fakhr

1 Makki in his secret dugout throughout
the 4 years he spent in hiding. These messages were written in scid and by a
procens Jhereby they

conld te read only under gas light bulbs, thus escaping
the attention of the military censars

Invaestigation of the case was completed af'ter one month, and tke number of
relevant documents was over 10 OC0 The &5 arrested apprar<d on 26 November 1952
! before the Gaza Military Tribunal whiin was formed for this purpose  fiere the
i rames of memders of the trabunel, including Egyptien Army Officers, Palestinlan
. Arab Lawyers, ,oare given ‘

: In the Zerfendantse box 5to0d the
! while conducting their 2lluvities vars
al-Shaykh Muhamwac< Makki, leader of <hs
: and ‘Abhas; ‘apd-al-Majid Salim Kam:l
; Haj) Anmad al-Maghrit:, who:ie aszsumsd rags was Moha
: Sha'ban, whos: assum=i name wa: wWaki1d, Fayio Darwi:
was Jamii, Muharmad Faj) Abmad al-Magrrit

2151 whove ascumed names

relice . These were Fakhri
ivaed names were Umar, Jabr,
neue was Bashir, 'Abd-al-Qadir
. Hasen Khay--:4-Din Abu-
1. whres assumed name
ime wae ‘Toan; Sa’id
tARd . ar-Renxvan Hasan Awaa-

T Al Wan

o, whose assumed
: N
i

Sayyid at-

azsumad name wa. racid, and

'

wa: Buajyd

ang the 80 witneswes mlmf?h

ware tue orothers of Fakhrs
M .Lki\ i

The LS decused Communinta weare o
‘ gamzing, and administering an 1lile

1sting political, social, and o
Fgyptian £orces in Palestine, and

20

“rorming, <ftablishing, cr-
a1 13 tOo overthrow the ex-
ms 1n the ar<a under the control of
topRYly ciriulating falze and
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malicious news, ftatements, and rumors, and intentionally conducting & cam-
paign of agitation during a state of war to damage the country's defense efforts,

%0 sow the seeds of fear and confusion among the people, and to weaken the na-
tion's will to resist."

The tribunal listened to eight witnesses, including Fakhri Makki's two broth-
The court was then adjourned until 1 December 1952. ' This trial, which occu-
pied public opinion throughout the Gaza area; 1s expected to last for more than

6 _weeks. _Thus, the Egyptian suthorities in (Gaza are working under the new era

in Eg;rp37 tc crush the extremist Communist movements amorcg the refugees who are

being used by Communism to spread its dcctrines throughout the Arab countries under
the guise of supporting the miserable and the poor.

ers.

COMMUNIST LEADER INTERVIEWED -- Cairo, az-Zaman, 3 Dec 52

Ibranim Tantawi. szZ.aman‘'s correspondent, interviewed 25-year-oid Fakhri ”—LEGlB
Makki, nead cf the Palestvinian Communigs Farty, in his prison cell in Gaza.
Following are the nighlights of the interview.

Q. Avre you a Communist?

Yas.

What do ysuv hops to accemplish Ly your activities?
I wish tc see a happy, fres, and democratic Arsb nation.
AlY Arab nations wish the same, but how is this relaved

¢ to Communism?
J want & Socialist nation

o r o > 0 >

Do you mean like Britairn?

A. Brivain 13

an imperialistic nation and 1%ns government 1s capitalistic
and not socialistic.

Q Do youn kave any conzacts with Izresl?

A. No My zontacts are witk vthe Falesziinian Commrunist Farty there and not
with Ben Gurico s government, whieh fully cocperat<: vwith Anglo-US ipperialism,

Q. What dc you think of the refugse:s' <1tuation and thexr future?

A. This tragedy was treated by Angic-US imperialism, whice established
Iarael. Tne ulzimate aim of imperxalizst =0

scheme 15 to epslave the Arab states,
subjugate them, and use them in fighving *he USSR by way of the Joint Defense

scheme., Tne Bri:tash ané the Americans ars tyrants, whose imparialistic designs
cannot be stoprped, except by & succecsful Communiit revcluilon all over the world.

Q. D¢ wvou have any convacts with any fommuni:t groups in the Arab states?

A. Yes. I have been in conta:t with them thrcugnout the b years I spent 1in
my sazret niding placs. They &re just as activs an I kave been.

Q. By what msan: 4o you contast thém, and whsre are “helr beadquerters?

A. I cannot reveal such e<rsTa

[*H

Do you *think all of your collatormtors sve now under arrest, since the
number of those arreited ix 457

- X -
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A. No. There are many others.

Q. How do you explain the testimony against you in court by two of your
brothers?

A. They did not testify against me, but for me, since they testified
that I am a Communist, a fact which I acknowledge.

Q- Since you are so convineced of your mission, why did you spend 4
Years in hiding?

A. Because the Egyptian authorities arrested bome of my colleagues k4 years
ago,. and I thought the same might happen to me, which would have put a stop to
party activities. So I went into hiding to avoid detection by the police.

Q. How many times did you leave your hiding place during this period? ||_|_EG|B
A. I 418 not leave it,

Q. How diad messages from the outside reach you?

A. That is a secret which I cannot reveal.

Q. What 1s your solution to the Palestinian problem?

A. Execution of the 1947 Partition Plan, so that Palestine can exist as
a free, democratic nation.

Q. What was your reaction when you were arrested?

A. T knew that the infiuence of Anglo-US imperialism was still strong, and
I shouted, Zong Live Stalin and Down With Anglo-US imperialism.

Immediately after the 1nterv1é§, Makki was called again to appear before the
military tridbunal trying him,

-END -
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